“District 13-C Lions Information Center”

Sight & Hearing

When asked by Governor Carol Lester to tell about Pilot Dogs, I thought about all the facts and figures but I decided to talk about the personal side, with all the experiences I’ve had with Pilot Dogs.

The most impressionable experience was when I was blindfolded and led around the block in downtown Columbus by a Pilot Dog.  It was scary to not be able to see, my sense of balance was off and I had to put my trust in a dog for my safety and well-being.  After about 20 feet I realized that the dog knew what it was doing, stopping at curbs and uneven sidewalk, even negotiating tree limbs and debris on the sidewalk.  I was along for the ride.

I’ve talked to many blind persons with pilot dogs and they have told me about being on a bus and the dog knows when their stop is coming.  They tell how when the harness is put on, the dog goes from a pet to a work dog and not much will distract the dog from its mission to serve it’s master.  Just like the Lions “we serve.”

So impressed by these dogs ability, I asked if I could do something and immediately was told that a litter of red Doberman’s was available and they needed puppy raisers.  Well, our puppy was Apache and naturally was the “best dog in the world.”  That title lasted until he got home and lived up to his name and a few others.  But over time, he went from a puppy to an adolescent teenager.  Apache went for his necessary beginning training.  The standard sit, down and heel.  When Apache was with the other dogs in training there was a certain air of distinction about him, as if he knew he was not going to be a house pet.  Apache took his training to earnest and became very well mannered to a point, still the puppy.  

Time came to pass when Apache was recalled by Pilot Dogs to continue his training.  Sad to see him go, we took him for the last trip to Columbus.  The gal at Pilot Dogs asked us to stay while she led Apache to the back so he wouldn’t see us leave first.  

About three weeks into the evaluation, they noticed that Apache had a growth plate problem with his hind leg and rather than risk him or a blind person, he was disqualified.  Since Pilot Dogs were the breeders, we had first choice to keep him.  

Well, today Apache is not only our housedog but will continue to be the district’s spokes dog for Pilot Dogs.

Currently we had or have three puppy raisers in District 13-C and there will be more to come on this issue.  Hopefully Lion Terry Bower will become a puppy breeder and soon we will be raising another puppy for Pilot Dogs.  

It is nice to think of the dogs as being born into Lions, raised by Lions and becoming the eyes and right hand of a blind person to serve for the rest of their lives.

So remember sight and hearing when you make out your checks at the convention.

Ray Dellmore

State Sight & Hearing Committee

