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Future ‘Pilot Dog’
learning the ropes

2 %

Staff reports.

There’s puppy in Wickliffe who is on track to be
more than just a furry friend.

Grover, a German shepherd, is growing up on the
home of Susan Roth to become a Pilot Dog to guide
the blind.

At the core of Pilot Dogs, Inc. are volunteer
puppy raisers like Roth. The organization, which
trains and furnishes dogs to guide the blind, has
found that home-raised puppies make well adjusted
guides.

Pilot Dogs trains six breeds as guides: German
shepherds, Labrador retrievers, Golden retrievers,
boxers, Doberman pinschers and standard poodles.

“It’s an opportunity to help someone in need,”
explained Roth.

On Oct. 16, Pilot Dogs Inc. hosted Puppy Appre-
ciation Day. The event allowed Roth and her daugh-
ter, Megan, an opportunity to meet the trainers,
learn more about the expectations of Grover once he
arrives for training and tour the recently renovated
facility. Activities also included obedience training,
an agility course and a blindfold walk with a trained
Pilot Dog.

Puppy raisers are asked to provide a home to the
puppy for nearly one year. During this time, the
puppy learns basic obedience, is socialized with
people and other animals, and learns house manners
such as staying off furniture and not begging at the
table.

Pilot Dogs Inc. reimburses the raiser for all vet-
erinary expenses and assistance for the cost of an
obedience course. They are provided with training
collars, a leash, a Puppy Raiser Manual and a
Health Card. The raiser is asked to assume the cost
of food.

Roth a member of the Northcoast Lions Club,
works at Progressive Insurance. Thirteen-year-old
Megan attends Wickliffe Middle School.

Susan Roth, right, and her 13-year-old daughter,
Megan, of Wickliffe are helping to prepare young
Grover to enter training as a guide dog for the
blind.

Established in 1950, Pilot Dogs provides its
trained animals to the qualified blind at absolutely
no charge. The organization is supported entirely by
public contributions.

For information,
www.pilotdogs.org.

call  (614)221-6367 or











