What is the "Parade of Checks"?

For many Lions in District 13C, one of the first "mysteries" of Lionism is the phrase "The Parade of Checks".  In a few short paragraphs, this summary will attempt to explain a unique District 13C tradition.

Each year at the annual District 13C Convention Banquet on Sunday afternoon of the Convention weekend, a roll call of District 13C Lions Clubs is read to the assembly of Lions, Lioness and guests.  At the front of the banquet hall stand representatives of seven organizations, which organizations have been selected by the Lions of District 13C to be a part of an afternoon of giving.  Representatives of each Lions, Lioness, Leo and Dandelion Club approach the organization representatives in a parade with checks in hand, checks payable to the organizations.

As presently selected by the Lions of District 13C in the process outlined in the District 13C By-laws, the represented organizations are:

Ohio Lion Eye Research Foundation (OLERF)

Sight and Hearing Committee

International Relations Committee

Ohio Lions Foundation

Lions Eye Clinic, Inc. at St. Vincent Charity Hospital

Greater Akron Lions Eye care Program [GALEP]

District 13C Hearing Aid Bank

The first four listed organizations are statewide projects of the Lions of Ohio, Multiple District 13.  The last three projects are specific District 13C projects, unique to District 13C.

The object of the "Parade of Checks" is to provide a focus for giving to Lions supported projects, a means to showcase the impact of the service provided by the Lions of District 13C.

The annual report for 2004 on the Parade of Checks will be published in the District Convention booklet.  The report details names of contacts for each of the organizations represented on the "Parade of Checks" and summarizes a brief history of giving since records were kept on the annual amounts received at the Parade of Checks.

To help Lions better understand each of the organizations represented on the Parade of Checks, the following are brief overviews about each:

The Ohio Lions Eye Care Research Foundation (OLERF) - Now in its 53rd year, OLERF's primary purpose continues to be provision of assistance to research projects aimed at sight conservation.  Each year projects are selected at various Ohio research institutions for support.  Most of the projects relate to eye diseases for which cures or treatments have not yet been identified.  Projects are supported by OLERF at Ohio State University, Case Western Reserve University, The University of Cincinnati, the Medical College of Ohio at Toledo and other research facilities as selected. For more details, see the July, 2004 District Bulletin or contact Lion Ada Ahrens at (440) 237-4754.

The Sight and Hearing Committee is an Ohio Lions Committee formed to support sight, hearing and speech organizations offering assistance to those with disabilities.  Among the organizations supported by the Sight and Hearing Committee are Pilot Dogs, Inc. of Columbus and Hearing Dogs.  Other organizations e.g., Camp Echoing Hills and the Ohio Radio Reading Service, which assist the sight, hearing and speech impaired, are selected from year to year for support.  For more details, see the October, 2004 District Bulletin or contact Lion Ray Dellmore at (440) 942-2816.

The International Relations Committee is another Ohio Lions Committee whose purpose it is to support continued growth of programs that foster international humanitarian projects.  Among the organizations supported by this Committee are:  The Amigos De Las Americas Program, which trains young American college and high school students to work in South America for 4-8 weeks each summer on various service projects, e.g. renovating schools and health clinics, teaching in education programs and others.  Volunteers Optometric Services to Humanity (V.O.S.H) and Student V.O.S.H. train teams of volunteer optometrists, opticians, nurses and lay helpers to provide eye exams and eyeglasses to the poor in developing countries.  For more details, see this month’s Bulletin or contact Lion David Ptak at (330) 467-2784.

The Ohio Lions Foundation is a 19 year old 501(c)(3) organization which provides support in the form of grants for Disaster Relief - to provide food, clothing, blankets, medical expenses and sanitation supplies for victims of floods, tornadoes and other natural disasters striking Ohio; Program Grants - to support sight related and diabetes related projects; Pre-School Vision Screening Programs, Capital Grants  for the purchase of equipment, e.g. electronic hand held tonometers for Lions sponsored glaucoma screenings; Matching Grants for local Lions Club sponsored projects; and the Helen Keller Scholarship Program, which awards annual scholarships to visually impaired full time students enrolled at Ohio State University, Cleveland State University, Wright State University and Ohio University.  For more details, see the February, 2005 District Bulletin or contact Lion Dan Lester at (440) 838-4503.

The Lions Eye Clinic, Inc. at St. Vincent Charity Hospital is in its 35th year as a District 13C project.  The Lions Eye Clinic serves indigent persons referred through both the hospital and local Lions Clubs.  The Clinic provides eye examinations, eyeglasses, eye operations (thru the hospital) and purchases specialized equipment to support the hospital's program.  For more detail, see the August, 2004 District Bulletin or contact Lion Pam Abrams at (440) 582-0709.

The Greater Akron Lions Eye care Program (GALEP) also services indigent persons referred through local Lions Clubs and the hospital.  The GALEP Board works to supply services through both Akron City Hospital and Akron Children's Hospital, providing eye operations, eye examinations and eyeglasses to those in need.  In addition, GALEP has purchased selected equipment to assist the hospitals.  For more details, see the January, 2005 District Bulletin or contact Lion Bill Giffen at (330) 650-1257.

The District 13C Hearing Aid Bank - supports hearing impaired needy individuals throughout District 13C with hearing exams, the restoration of hearing aid equipment, the purchase of hearing aids and other hearing services.  Assistance from the Hearing Aid Bank is also on a referral basis from District 13C Lions Clubs.  As in other District wide projects, referrals must be made through a Lions Club.  For more details, see the September, 2004 District Bulletin or contact Lion Wilson Greig at (330) 825-6478.

