
WILLOUGHBY‑EVENING LIONS CLUB


CLUB HISTORY

The Willoughby‑Evening Lions Club was chartered in October of 1982 when 20 civic‑minded individuals with a variety of backgrounds and occupations decided it was time to further serve their community, state, country, and even the world they live in by joining with the other 1,300,000 members known as Lions International.  Lions Clubs internationally are known primarily for their generosity in support of sight‑related programs.  But we're also involved in projects such as diabetes research, drug awareness and hearing programs, to name a few.  We are in our 27th year of providing service to the Willoughby community.
Locally, the Willoughby‑Evening Lions is an autonomous service organization, donating funding and resources to a variety of service projects.  Our list of accomplishments belies our tenure in the community.  Following is a partial list of beneficiaries of our donations.

‑
Annually to News‑Herald Clothe‑A‑Child

‑
Donation of lifelike CPR training doll and associated equipment to the Willoughby Fire Department

‑
Annually to St. Vincent Charity Hospital Lions Eye Clinic

‑
Annually to Greater Akron Lions Eye Care Program

-
Annually to the Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation

‑
Annually to Pilot Dogs Program for the blind

‑
Camp Echoing Hills handicapped camp

‑
Various school and youth sports programs

‑
Lions Club International Foundation (emergency disaster funding, AIDS research, etc.)

‑
Hearing dogs programs

· Ohio Lions Foundation (education and emergency relief grants)

· Annually to District 13C Lions Hearing Aid Bank

In addition, the Willoughby‑Evening Lions have provided the following services and/or resources to the community:

‑
Donated to Kourtaney Collins Fund

‑
Transport of eye enucleations between hospitals at any hour

‑
Eye exams/eyeglasses/surgery funding for the needy

‑
Clown Corps (club functions, Rainbow Babies and Childrens, local parades, etc.)

‑
Santa Calling (over 3,700 children received calls from Santa the last 23 years)

‑
Halloween parties with the Willoughby Recreation Department for children

‑
Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets for the needy

‑
Labor to construct parcours at local elementary school

‑
Blind (and handicapped) bowling

‑
Blind (and handicapped) "Beeper Ball" 

‑
Willoughby Frontier Days participant

‑
Assist other Lions Clubs in service and fund‑raising projects

‑
Donated to construction of Willoughby Todd Field multi‑purpose facility

‑
Donated to Christie Montrella Fund

‑
Sponsor of the Biathlon in the Willoughby Corporate Challenge

‑
Donated  to South High School Safe & Sober Prom

‑
Support and participated in the Willoughby Sports Building Committee

‑
Special program for all 2nd grade students in the Willoughby‑Eastlake Schools ‑ Eddie Eyeglasses

-
Assist Prevent Blindness Ohio with free eye screening

· Assist Lake MetroParks Special Olympics

· Assist local youth in special trips for educational purposes

· “Good Program” – to encourage and reward responsible behavior in grade school children

Funding for such a large volume of projects is via a variety of methods such as an annual pancake breakfast, our "Journey For Sight", donations from private citizens, and donations to our Clown Corps from social organizations.  Our largest undertaking was the Soccer-for-Sight All-Star Game.  Our most recent fund-raising efforts have been our ”Golfin’ for Sight scramble for 4-person teams, our 25th Annual Pancake Breakfast  and  now our. 17th Annual Holiday Auction
The Willoughby‑Evening Lions are members in good standing of Lions International and the Lions of Ohio, and have consistently been at or near the top in the Lions Governor's Race, which recognizes clubs for excellence both administratively and in community service.

FOR MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION CALL:  JOHN TIGUE AT 440-946-7567
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