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Special to Record Publishing Co. Ethan Fairhurst is assisted onto his new adaptive tricycle by his mother, Sarah, at a July 11 ceremony at Lions Hall in Tallmadge. From left: Ethan’s brother, Caleb and father, Matt; Bill Boss; Lucy Boss; Sarah Fairhurst; and Tallmadge Lions Club President Bill Hixon. 
Eleven-year-old Bill Boss wanted to help. He had already assisted two friends in raising money to attend camp and participated in a drive to raise money for Children's Hospital of Akron.

Bill's mom, Lucy, works at the Calico Preschool for Summit County Board of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities. One of her charges is 5-year-old Ethan Fairhurst of Tallmadge, who suffers from multiple disabilities.

Ethan's physical therapist recommended to his family that a Therapeutic Adaptive Tricycle would be something helpful for Ethan to use at home. The tricycle is, however, very costly, and beyond the means of an average family's budget.

Enter Bill, who contacted several national television programs to see if they could help him raise money. Even though he received no response, he pressed on, turning to a local organization, the Tallmadge Lions Club, for help.

The Lions are a worldwide organization supporting civic and community projects, with a focus on sight, hearing and diabetes.
When the letter from Bill requesting help was read to the club, a unanimous motion was passed to purchase the tricycle for CSB/MRDD, to be used by Ethan at home for as long as needed.

The tricycle was presented to Ethan in a ceremony at Tallmadge Lions Hall July 11.

Mary Jo Sabetta, director of childrens services, CSB/MRDD was present, along with both the Fairhurst and Boss families.

Sabetta noted that "this wonderful gift" will assist not only Ethan, but many other children when Ethan outgrows the tricycle.

"This is the best thing the club has done since I joined," said Dolores Rusinoff, a Tallmadge Lion for more than 15 years. "Seeing Ethan's face light up was just fantastic."

"Bill Boss is an exceptional young man," said Tallmadge Lions Club President Bill Hixon. "He has already learned the value of helping others and accepted the responsibility of being a member of a community."

During the presentation of the tricycle, Hixon challenged those in attendance to act as Bill Boss had and look for others in need around the world, working to help them, by individual action or through volunteer organizations like the Lions Club.

The Tallmadge Lions Club has donated more than $12,000 to projects throughout the area in the past year, including the Lions Scholarship to Tallmadge High School.

CSB/MRDD provides services to more than 2,900 individuals with disabilities and their families in Summit County.

Click here for actual article…http://www.tallmadgeexpress.com/news/article/2382341
