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To an Eye Clinic near you,  

YOUR MONEY!
On January 19, 2003, the Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation Trustees agreed to spend $38,500 from the Bryan Fund for CWRU’s Dept. of Ophthalmology to purchase a non-mydriatic digital camera.

Say what?  

Well, in medical jargon “mydriatic” means “dilation.” So a non-mydriatic digital camera is able to take a picture of the retina at the back of a person’s eye without the eye being dilated. That’s a big deal, as anybody can tell you who has ever had their eyes dilated by an optometrist or ophthalmologist.

This digital camera and its related software is a major technological advance, and it will be used by CWRU for a number of studies on diabetic retinopathy (blood vessels inside the eye that bleed). Diabetic retinopathy is the leading cause of preventable blindness among diabetics. Diagnosing this problem with less inconvenience and irritation means more people will avail themselves of the service, thus improving their chances of getting the condition corrected before blindness occurs.

And here’s the most interesting part. This can be an opportunity for you to play an active role in eye research. Not as a test subject, but as part of a medical team that screens people for this disease!  Here’s how the program is going to work. 

In Phase 1, CWRU will purchase the camera and perform a pilot screening study at CWRU and University Hospitals. They will develop the screening procedures and work out any bugs.

In Phase 2, which will probably start sometime in 2004, a large screening program of the general public will commence. Thousands of people will be included in this study. Two of the places where the camera will be used will be the eye clinics at St Vincent and G.A.L.E.P., and possibly at District 13C events. Eventually the program may branch out to other parts of Ohio.

Lions will be able to volunteer to be trained in operating the camera. You won’t be “playing doctor” since the photos will be sent to CWRU for analysis, but you can be part of a pioneering eye research activity. 

There will be more details in the future, but isn’t it nice to see your money being put to good use in this part of Ohio? 

By the way, it’s time to start thinking about the Parade of Checks.  And since you now know that your money is staying closer to home, maybe you’ll want to add a little something extra for OLERF this year.

Thank you, and Bite‘em.

Lion Ken Marshall

OLERF Trustee / Treasurer







