OHIO LIONS FOUNDATION NOVEMBER 2002

Tornado Disaster Relief Grants Awarded


On Monday, November 11, 2002, The Executive Committee of the Ohio Lions Foundation immediately awarded disaster relief grants to be administered by the Van Wert Lions Club, the Fostoria Lions Club, and the Port Clinton Lions Club.  Discussions are also underway with the District Governors, zone chairmen and clubs in the affected areas for additional grants.  Any club wishing to administer a disaster relief grant in its service area should immediately contact the District Governor, District OLF Trustee, or the O.L.F. Secretary at the telephone, fax or email indicated below. 

  
Disaster Relief Grants may be used for the purchase of the following items:

· Food (but not tobacco products, cigarettes, or alcohol).

· Clothing including: blankets, bedding (including sheets, bed covers, pillows and pillow cases, but not mattresses).

· Basic eating utensils: (but only in the case of a serious health risk, and not to exceed            $50.00 per family unit).

· Medical care and supplies including:

· Eye glasses

· Prescription drugs

· Sanitation and cleaning (such as disinfectants, cleaning solutions, mops, hoses, etc.).

· Temporary shelter.

· Materials to temporarily secure the home including: tarps and plywood to close openings to keep out the weather.

  
Any club or individual wishing to make a donation to the disaster relief efforts may send a contribution to the O.L.F. designated for the "Ohio Lions Foundation. Disaster Relief Fund."
  
So far, we have approved disaster relief grants for victims of the tornados in Van Wert, Tiffin, Port Clinton (including Catawba Island) and Fostoria. In addition, a request is pending from Belleview. This has the potential for being one of the largest disasters in Ohio in a
long time and will seriously deplete our disaster relief reserves.  If you have an opportunity, please encourage Lions Clubs to contribute to the Lions' disaster relief efforts by making donations to the O.L.F.'s Disaster Relief Fund.  

  
The local Lions Clubs in the affected areas have really gotten behind the relief efforts and have their assistance committees up and running. In fact, we just issued our first check, for the purchase of $1,500.00 in Kroger food coupons in Port Clinton.  In addition, accounts have been established at area Wall Marts for recipients to purchase needed clothing, etc. using Lions Disaster Relief Vouchers.  We can be proud of the Lions in these areas who have come forward to donate their time to this effort.
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