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Lend-a-Hand is easing need 

Thursday, April 17, 2003

By MARY DAVIES 
The Sun Courier

     While there is little poverty in Brecksville, Broadview Heights, Independence and Seven Hills, people living in those communities are not immune to sudden financial crises.
     Husbands and wives have walked out of marriages, while others have lost their jobs or developed serious health problems.
     South Hills Lend-a-Hand, started in 1987 by the Broadview Heights Lions Club, does exactly what its name says- lend a hand to those in need, particularly those in temporary emergencies rooted in the loss of employment or sudden departure of a spouse.
     Our goal is to reach families in crisis - whether it's a sickness or loss of job - who need a hand to get back on their feet, said Barb Bingham, a volunteer with the program. You can be hungry in an affluent community.
     Some elderly or disabled individuals qualify for permanent assistance, but others might need help just learning how to take care of themselves financially.
     Some people just don't make good decisions, Bingham said.
     Lend-a-Hand, which is housed at Broadview Heights' Broadview Center campus, goes beyond providing food supplies.
     It has on occasion provided tuition assistance and one-time payments of a utility bill or portion of rent costs. Another participant received help in paying for prescription medication.
     To carry out its mission, Lend-a-Hand is completely reliant on the community to donate money as well as nonperishable foods, personal-care items, children's books and school supplies.
     Thirty individuals and families from Brecksville, Broadview Heights and Independence currently receive donations from Lend-a-Hand.
     The program provides several bags of food, including fresh meats and produce, and toiletries once a month to those qualified individuals and families.
     Using information from an application and an in-person interview, board members decide whether to admit an applicant. Reviews are done every six months or so to determine whether the participant can continue.
     Income is the primary criteria for determining acceptance in the program.
     Program leaders, under the direction of Broadview Heights Fire Chief Lee Ippolito, are strict about ensuring recipients are in line with the program's purpose.
     Most who participate in the program are required to make continuous progress toward improving their finances.
     Recipients who don't work to help themselves are dismissed.
     Unfortunately, people take advantage of things like this, and that's not why we're here, Bingham said.
     Lend-a-Hand volunteers help participants access social programs that provide job training or child care.
     Treasurer Jim Heege said the program received about $15,000 in contributions from churches, civic groups and citizens last year. Expenditures totaled roughly $17,000, he said.
     Volunteers meet on a Thursday each month at the program's headquarters to sort food and pack bags for recipients to pick up the following Saturday.
     Mary Patterson of Broadview Heights has volunteered with the program since it started.
She said she enjoys meeting with other volunteers, many of whom attend regularly, for the monthly packaging sessions. We're like a family, she said.
     Independence resident Tina Solar, who volunteered for the second time this month, said she wanted to do something to help people in her town. This is the only (food assistance program) I found that serves the community, she said.

Monetary donations can be sent to South Hills Lend-a-Hand, P.O. Box 470972, Broadview Heights 44147.

Anyone interested in volunteering or donating supplies can call (440) 526-0514.
