Just What Does the International Relations Committee Do?

WHERE DO ALL THOSE USED EYEGLASSES GO?

The majority of the glasses collected by the Lions Clubs of District 13C are taken to The Eye clinic at St. Vincent Hospital. They are then boxed up and delivered to the Ohio State University College of Optometry at Columbus Ohio (The home of (Student VOSH). A smaller portion find their way to The United Methodist Church of Pandora, Ohio (The home of VOSH/OHIO). Once received by either of these groups they are cleaned, examined and categorized by prescription. They are then carefully stored by prescription until taken by either group on their travels to countries in South America and Europe. Last year Student VOSH examined and over 1300 people in El Salvador.  They distributed over 1100 pairs of glasses. VOSH distributed over 6,000 pairs of glasses during their recent trip to Romania.

WHAT IS SVOSH?
SVOSH stands for Student Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity.

· The students at the Ohio State University College of Optometry became affiliated with VOSH International in 1984. SVOSH/OSU has traveled on missions to the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Guyana, Ecuador, Belize, Mexico and several other countries in order to apply their Optometric skills to bettering the lives of others

· Each year thousands of used eyeglasses are donated to SVOSH/OSU by service organizations, such as LIONS Clubs, private optometrists and ophthalmologists.

· Students clean, label and package the eyeglasses during weekly meetings.

· Once or twice a year members of SVOSH travel to a third world nation to conduct free eye exams. A student must attend at least 6 of these sessions to be eligible to travel with the group.

· On each mission thousands of people are fitted with the closest possible prescription from the inventory of eyewear. 

· The team also screens for eye disease and is able to treat some with pharmaceuticals, while directing those who need further care to the available medical help.

What are the benefits provided by SVOSH/OSU?

· An SVOSH mission may mean clear, comfortable vision for the first time in their lives.

· Often a simple pair of eyeglasses, which so many of us take for granted, will allow a man or woman to perform simple tasks such as hammering a nail or threading a needle. This could aid them in earning a living and allow them to provide food and shelter for their family.

· An exam also means the detection of a debilitating disease while it is still treatable.

