August 2006

Fellow Lions, 

With sincere gratitude I report to you that there is much to celebrate as, the 2006 NBBA World Series of Beep Baseball was a huge success!

The NBBA World Series was a celebration of community action as, many good people from a variety of backgrounds and organizations came together to help others.

This event was a celebration of courage, achievement and ability as the athletes who are blind and visually impaired inspired one and all to realize that no obstacle in life should stop us from living life to its fullest.

The 2006 Beep Baseball Series was a celebration of teamwork as the players, coaches, officials and volunteers both on and off of the field worked together to produce a masterpiece worthy of coverage by ESPN.

This event was a celebration of unity as the Lions of 13 C, the Strongsville Rotary, Northwind Industries, Gen Norris Buick/GMC, The Cleveland Sight Center, Brennan Industries, Kenny Koblitz, Jack Mandel, John O'Brien, Strongsville Soccer Association and many others came together to make this event possible.

The Beep Baseball World Series for the athletes was a celebration of a love of the game, the camaraderie with their teammates and opponents, the deep gratitude the players feel for their coaches and team volunteers, the lessons learned, the friendships made, the stories of personal growth and triumph and most of all living up to the Blind Athlete's motto " If I can do this I can do anything"!

The Series was a celebration of the wonder of modern technology thanks to the tireless work of the Telecom Pioneers, Rotarians and Lions who have worked to invent and refine the specialized balls and bases which make baseball for the blind and sight impaired a reality. All of those involved with Beep Baseball are forever grateful for this contribution.

The 2006 NBBA World Series was a celebration of milestones as the Cleveland Sight Center observes 100 years of service, the NBBA marks its 30th year and the Cleveland Scrappers complete their 23rd season. The Scrappers finished fourth out of the 15 teams as Taiwan won their third consecutive title. Also for the second time in five years our Lions District 13 C made this event a District Project. This is a winning team! All strive to make life better for those who are blind and sight impaired.

Finally the World Series of Beep Baseball was a celebration of unity of purpose which is to help those who are blind and visually impaired to reach their fullest potential and to teach society to not underestimate that potential.

To all of our "Knights of the Blind" thank you for your support in making this project a major success! 

Sincerely yours, 

Lion Kevin Barrett 
Broadview Hts. Lions Club 
District Eyesight Chairman 

