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Lions Club helps student to "see' a better future 

Thursday, January 05, 2006 

By HEATHER WOOD

The Sun Courier 

Kirsten Battaglia now has all she needs to excel. 

The Brecksville-Broadview Heights High School freshman is visually impaired, but now she won't feel different. The Broadview Heights Lions Club surprised Battaglia last week with a piece of equipment that will help her tremendously both in and out of class. 

It's basically a laptop for blind people, she said. 

The PAC Mate is a small, black box that can be used as a datebook or a word processor and can be hooked up to a computer and do anything that can be done on a computer, including surfing the Internet. The machine won't grow obsolete soon because new programs can be downloaded. 

The machine, worth about $4,000, has eight buttons which Battaglia uses to type in Braille, a language she has been perfecting her whole life. Those Braille words then show up on the box and a voice can recite what was typed. 

Battaglia has been blind since she was born. She said she has had slight vision improvement, but not much. 

I can't see details unless I strain my eyes, which gives me a headache, she said. 

And even though she is the only visually impaired student at her school, Battaglia doesn't see why she should be treated any differently than anyone else. She takes mostly honors courses, plays in the marching band and hopes to be a foreign exchange student in Germany next year. 

There are certain things Battaglia hasn't been able to find, like a Braille German-English translator. Her new equipment provides everything in one, which is why she was elated when the Lions surprised her with the late Christmas gift. 

I felt like that Ty (Pennington), said Lions Club President John Sims, referring to the television show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, where host Pennington surprises families with remodeled homes. He said when Battaglia found out what the Lions had done, she jumped up and hugged him. 

BBH School District is pitching in for software for her new machine, and the owner of Pipers III restaurant and bar made a donation as well while the Lions were there presenting the gift. 

Sims said he has become friends with the girl, which has been unexpected. He said it wasn't a surprise that she turned to the Lions. The organization is known for helping the visually impaired. Sims said about a third of the groups they fund are sight-related. 

I can't remember where the club ever said no, said incoming President Jack Morabito. The simple phrase is "we serve.' We serve around the corner and around the world. This young lady is around the corner. 

He said the Lions charities include organizations for the blind such as Beeper Baseball, Lions Eye Clinic at St. Vincent, the Akron Eye Clinic and the Cleveland Sight Center. 

The Sight Center got Battaglia and her education specialist in touch with the Lions. Sims said she presented herself well at the club's meeting, and the members didn't have a problem donating the money. 

She's 14, probably going on 25, Sims said. 

By the time she's 25, Battaglia hopes to have a Harvard degree under her belt. She wants to inspire others so that they can do the same. 

All people who have disabilities: don't give up, keep trying, she said. Show people you're not helpless like they think you are. Don't let them win. People still think I am, but I work hard. 
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