AN INSPIRING LION FEBURARY 2007

Lion Kevin Barrett is a member of the Broadview Heights Lions Club, and has been so since 1998.  He earned his bachelor’s degree from Cleveland State University in political science.  He currently works for the United States Department of Defense Finance and Accounting Services in the Federal Building in downtown Cleveland.  Lion Kevin has held many positions in his club including that of President in 2003.  He has received a wide collection of honors from the Lions of District 13C including an International Presidents Leadership Award in 2004.  Only a select few have received this award.  Lion Kevin also has been presented with the Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation, Founders Award.  He is one of only five recipients of this prestigious award in Ohio. 

Just one more thing, Lion Kevin has been legally blind since birth from a congenital eye disorder.  He certainly gives new meaning to the word determination.        

We, as Lions, serve our communities to fight sight ailments worldwide.  It hits a little closer to home when one of our fellow Lions members can give us a first hand account of blindness.  Lion Kevin Barrett, in a Sun Courier News article titled “Barrett Helps Open Eyes to Challenges of the Blind” published in February of 2003 by Mary Davies, stated, “I’ve been able to sensitize (club members) to what our specific needs are”.  This press release helped Lion Kevin to promote Lions and his other passion, BEEP Baseball.

[image: image1.jpg]Lion Kevin Barrett receives
an Inspiring Lion Award
from DG Ken Marshall



Lion Kevin has always been an athlete.  He competed in national sports competitions for blind athletes since the mid seventies.  This is where Lion Kevin and a few of his friends learned about a baseball program for the blind.  This sport was just starting to get recognition when Lion Kevin and his friends decided to help the sport along in 1984 by founding their own non-profit BEEP Baseball Team for the blind right here in Cleveland.  

The team Lion Kevin and his friends started was named the Cleveland Scrappers.  Lion Kevin is the pitcher the team.  Lion Linda, his wife of 20years, said BEEP Baseball, “makes him feel that he can contribute and feel more like a sighted person with more self-worth.”  The pitcher in BEEP Baseball team has to be the most precise athlete on the team.  The pitcher must know their teammates swing patterns, and throw the ball in a precise manner to get hits.  The ball beeps as it comes near the hitter and the bases beep, too.  However, Lion Kevin is most proud of his involvement with BEEP Baseball when Cleveland became the sight for the 2001 and 2006 World Series of BEEP Baseball in Strongsville.  Last year, the Scrappers finished fourth of 16 teams.

Lion District Governor Ken Marshall stated, “Lion Kevin is, dedicated, hardworking, and self-motivated person” and he is amazed by Lion Kevin’s many accomplishments.  Lion Kevin Barrett has been a Lions member for 10 years.  However, his performance, determination, and work with the blind have been momentous and that is what makes Lion Kevin Barrett truly an inspiring Lion.  

