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…. What it’s all about?

The Ohio Lions Eye Research Foundation, Inc. (OLERF) was founded 52 years ago to raise money to support research into the causes and prevention of blindness.  OLERF is a tax-deductible 501-C3 charity. The motto is: “Research Today - Vision Tomorrow.”

At present there are three (3) Funds in use; General Eye Research, Bryan Diabetes Eye Research and Fellowships (student scholarships).  

The web site, www.ohiolionseyeresearch.com, provides a list of the awards contributors may earn.

OLERF’s goal has been accomplished in a big way.  Over 5.7 million dollars has been raised and distributed to seven (7) centers of research throughout the State of Ohio: Case Western Research University, Ohio State University (two Departments), University of Cincinnati, Wright State University, Children’s Hospital of Columbus and the Medical College of Ohio at Toledo. For information about the current research programs, and the many past successes and accomplishments, please visit the web site. 

Our District has certainly done its fair share in supporting OLERF.  As far back as anyone can remember we’ve been the leading contributor. Of the total amount collected, fully 20 percent has come from District 13-C.  So, yes, it’s OK to be proud of the part we’ve played.

OLERF is governed by a board of ten elected Trustees, one from each District. From this group the Trustees elect a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  There are also three appointed individuals: the Executive Director (who runs the day-to-day operations), a Vision/Scientific Advisor and a Legal Advisor.  

The Board meets four times a year; once at the State Convention and at three other, more or less, quarterly meetings.  

At the summer meeting the research proposals are reviewed and the Trustees vote on how the available funds should be disbursed.  The Vision/ Scientific Advisor plays a very major role in this process, since only he/she truly understands the medical and scientific basis for the proposals submitted. 

The fall meeting usually occurs in early October, and doubles as the annual Symposium. At this meeting the researchers report on their recent activities and the recently allocated funds are distributed to the research centers. This is always an interesting and humbling experience.  It’s unlikely you’ll ever see so many brilliant people in one place at the same time, many of whom are under the age of 30.  It’s scary, but at the same time it’s reassuring to know that our money is being well spent.

Finally, you should know that as an incorporated Foundation, OLERF reports directly to the Lions of Ohio. Not to the State Office, the Council of Governors, Lions International or any other entity.  You are the boss!

