	Teacher breaking new ground in Lions leadership       Sept. 5, 2004

	The Morning Journal

	ELYRIA -- Sharon Parker got tired of going to fashion shows planned for        the wives of Lions Club members. 

''I was always the spouse of a Lion,'' Parker, 57, said about her first experiences with a Lions Club. That all changed nine years ago when Parker, 57, became a member of the Lorain Harbor Lions Club. Her late husband, Richard, had joined the Elyria Noon Lions Club in 1981, but she didn't join Lions until October 1995.
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Now, she hopes to become a major leader in the organization in a role that has traditionally been filled by men.
Parker, of Elyria, is running to become the deputy district governor of Ohio Lions District 13-B, which includes 62 clubs in 10 counties in north central Ohio, including Lorain, Erie and Huron counties. Deputy district governor is the first of three steps to becoming a district governor -- a position no woman has ever held in District 13-B.

''Lorain Harbor is a very strong club and a very active club,'' Parker said about the club she belongs to and which has 45 members from Elyria, Amherst and Lorain -- most of them female.

''Being basically a women's club, we have different interests and attract different personalities,'' she said.

The group is involved in service activities -- many aimed at children -- such as Genesis House, a shelter for battered women and their children; providing eyeglasses for grade school children; and adopting a kindergarten class to read to. 

''As an educator, that's just kind of my thing also,'' Parker said about their work with children. 

Parker moved to Elyria 23 years ago from Alliance with her husband and their three children -- Kerry, Nikki and Brent. 

Richard Parker, a former teacher at Lorain High School, who died in August, 2003, after an extended illness, was a member of the Elyria Noon Lions Club before transferring to the Lorain Lions Club. He served as the district governor of District 13-B from 1991 to 1992. 

''I kind of have an idea of what it is to be a governor,'' she said because of her husband's experience.

Parker taught at St. John School in Elyria before being hired by the Amherst school district to work in the alternate classroom in the San Spring Building. In the alternate classroom, where she has taught for 18 years, Parker works with junior high and high school students who need some extra help. 

''Our goal is not to stick them in this classroom forever, but to get them back on track,'' Parker explained. 

Parker said she has always been a special education teacher.

''I think a lot of good things happen and a lot of good things can happen,'' she said about the special education programs. 

In addition to her work in the schools and with the Lions, Parker has been involved with Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts. Through the Boy Scouts, Parker and her family ran an eight-week program for at-risk kids who were provided with jobs for the summer and instilled with good job qualities, she said. 

She is also a member of the altar guild and is on the board of directors as the education commissioner at Grace Lutheran Church in Elyria.

Spending time with family is important to Parker. Her three children all live in Elyria. Kerry, 30, teaches French at Keystone High School, Nikki, 29, is a nurse at Elyria Memorial Hospital and Brent, 26, recently graduated from Cleveland State University with his degree in criminal justice.

Taking care of her two grandchildren -- Kyle Lowery, 11, and Kate Young, 6 -- is a favorite activity of Parker's. She attended Kyle's first football game last week for Northwood Junior High School in Elyria.

''I keep kind of busy,'' she said. 

From now until the district convention next April, she'll be even busier traveling to all the clubs in the district along with Nikki, who is the president of Lorain Harbor Lions, to introduce herself and talk about her run for deputy district governor.

Currently, Parker is the only Lion running for the position in District 13-B, but candidates have until November to declare their candidacy. At the district convention slated for Sandusky in April 1-3, 2005, elections will be held for district governor, vice district governor and deputy district governor. Parker hopes to go through the offices so she would be able to serve as district governor in 2006-07.

''It takes that long to be trained and figure out what you'll be doing,'' Parker said. 

The district governor is required to visit and provide leadership to all of the clubs in the district and help new clubs to grow, Parker explained.

''You have to be able to listen and communicate,'' Parker said about the necessary traits for the position. 

Jeff Hillis served as district governor of 13-B from 2002 to 2003 and has known Parker for nearly 14 years. During his term as district governor he appointed Parker to serve as zone chairman for Lions Clubs in Lorain County.

''She just did an outstanding and enthusiastic job,'' Hillis said. 

Hillis said he encouraged Parker last January or February to consider becoming the district governor and her initial response was to ask, Oh, are you kidding?' After talking with her family and members of her club, Parker decided to give it a try. 

''She has very strong leadership qualities,'' Hillis said. 

Although District 13-B has never had a woman governor, Parker said she is getting good response from Lions throughout the district.

''I'm going into it with a real positive attitude,'' she said. 

''It's about time,'' said Doug Reynolds, current district governor, about a woman governor. ''It certainly will be a good thing.''

''Everybody likes her too,'' Reynolds added. 

Other Lions districts in the state have had female governor. Patricia Goulding of Toledo is leading District 13-A and Carol Lester of Broadview Hts. Is leading District 13-C.

Her advice for Parker is simple: ''Be yourself and be a good Lion.''

Although serving as the district governor is a big commitment, Parker can still keep her day job. 

''It will keep me busy in my spare time,'' she said. 
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